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significance if the understanding with the Western
Powers came to nothing, and he was the only one
among the foreign representatives in Berlin who
maintained his unshakeable composure. To the
astonishment of the foreign diplomatists, who had
expected him to make an energetic protest, all their
excitement left him utterly unmoved. He did magni-
ficent work in keeping the peace, just as Briand in Paris
applied all his vigorous eloquence to restraining a
general outburst of indignation in the Press. Two
men, in those days, set themselves to protect Strese-
mann, and by their efforts the menace of a revulsion in
European policy did no more than dissipate itself in a
feeble gesture of protest.

Scarcely had the echoes of this diplomatic inter-
mezzo died away, than from an apparently clear sky,
as though German politics were never to be allowed a
breathing-space, there befell an event that led to the fall
of the Cabinet. At a pleasant beer-evening given to
the Press in the Prinz Leopold Palais, in an innocently
agreeable atmosphere of cold buffet and empty beer
glasses, it was suddenly observed that the members of
the Cabinet had disappeared. On the ground floor an
improvised Cabinet meeting was taking place to con-
sider the promulgation of a measure which had long
since been looming in the background, and when the
Ministers again joined the journalists they had already
been preceded by the astonishing rumour of a new
decree on the subject of the National Hag. Even in the
careless mood produced by such a cheerful gathering
the journalists were aware that this apparently trifling
ordinance would be something in the nature of a
bombshell. The dispute over the flag question had